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The full scale of
musical talents

MIRIAM CRAIG
finds out about a
Morth London arts
festival that celebrates
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=1 like taking par in ll.': festival
hnr.lm ;rou can soe “II

I'I -nl' l:.‘ntlmu{;:mﬂg:

h]i.mg about the Monh I.a:-m.lun
Festival of Music, Drama and
Dransce, which rans this year from
April 16 o ), “You get 1o
pay i front of lots of s
really open and frendly. To see
people who are better than me
means | can challenge mysell’
e, anad when you see the begn-
mers, you feel thenes more to come
from them.™
Last wear, Asagi won the
Furopcan  Piano  Teachers
Association Cup for the most tak-
ented pianist under 16 a1 the festi-
val, and the Sars Meding Cup for
ving music by 15 Bach. She wall
enlering several sections foallod
‘classes’) in this year's competition
as well
Asag is following in a long line
of music, drama and dance enthis-
siasts who have challeaged them-
sclves in the festival, Others have
included [Monn Commings, now
leader of the Englsh Siring
uartet and professor al the
of Music
The festival started n 19240 and
has taken pl:n: CVETY YOAF smce,
lg.l'l [rom an uutrruplwn during

Last year, lhs:r: 'lh:rc about
1,500 entrants, inchading choirs
and orchestras. 11 is all organdised
by a committos of nine volumisers,

i from the professional adju-
leators whntndms the classes.

There are hundreds of classss

ing from classical 1o ighter
penres such as operetia, jarr, rag-
e amd bloes, as well as sections
for damce, and spooch and drama,

Classy player: Asagi Makata, | 1, hopes to impress judges agaln at this year's festival

Festival chairwoman Rachel
Douglas, who ran a violin i
Kentish Town for 16 years be

:rﬂlrmgfnl.rr rﬂ.ﬂ. m
'Lluﬁour nrl‘hbwddhnuur
1o the postgraduste music student
or the amateur of any age — last
ru our oldest entranl was 93,
at they have in common is that
Ih:yﬂaymﬂchnumlhxhw

E.tbdlulﬁlmlm—mprumn
in which medals are given out and
every emtranl recoives o wrilien
adjudication sheet with feedback
unl]lrl.rptrﬁ:ll‘fllnﬁ'.

“The mim is bo have o festival in
whuch people who love music can
come together and share their
delight in it amnd hear what other

are doing.

ry ofien, d'ynu'r:u paanist,
you'll have lessons by yoursell
::h u;:ﬂuﬁiur. and mot t:‘w

at other poople are up 10,” M
Douglas sys
1 wwand & m.nnblrul‘lﬁt;

panis are individually invited to
The nul:ler receives

pregRrALion, competilns
and culminate in a concert
mﬁ‘:ﬁ: the Testival’s lup talent
from every section, which wall take
ths year on May 0, al the
mited Itelnfm Chiarch,
Ielhﬁtﬂﬂ'l'h Muswell Hill, at

El"im festival  will folbow the
usinal tried and tested Formula,
says Mry Doeglas, but moova-
maunwpm mlnlh:pm-

p:mm: Httle
1# cxample. two
Illﬂﬂ- rol' ‘religious lext reading”,

and uuhl M zu the ﬂ'ﬂ:u

the Bi ﬂz:rw i.pr-:parcdplum
from the Bible, Koran, or amy
other sacred bext can be read
English, This is particalarly
a as parlicipants age
multi-gthic, rs Douglns
“The lestival & classacally based
but the aim for the fature is 1o
have seclions [of, for example,
[ﬁ:dﬂhl?ﬁit and African d;'lum
mang Ao 1% imberesd 1411
promoting such o class we would
be delighied 10 hear from them.”
For Mrs Douglas it secms this
would be a fittmg extension of ihe

festival’s ethos of ness i §
broader  sense, pile  the
inevitable competitivencss that
also accompanies such an evenl.
She sys “In the top classes
wmmmmm ing for a
cash prize, people will iake it very
seriously, bat we alio have mare
informal classes where it's a let’s
m.m: poople brimg 1o §t° sor of
“For music studenls ity a teral-
i chamce Lo refine their perform-
ing skills and we hope it will be
the beginning of many greal per-
formances. But we hine other poo-
ple who will never get anywhere at
oll, andd that's absohately fine, as
lomg os they enpoy doing .|I-'I_rbN
just for the high Myers nor is i
Just for the plodders. 11's for all of
::tem and for everybody in

W
Events are held st the United
Reformed Church, Tetherdown,
Muswell Hill; 5t Jamwess C of E
Church, Muswell Hill Road,
Musaell Hill; Finchl Youth
Theare, High ; East
Finchley, G City Academy,
High Street, I They are
open 1o the public and free to
sltend. For mode information visil
www,northlondonfestival.org.uk
or call 020 T485 1467,
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